
1937 SCRAPBOOK, IMAGE 122 
 
(Handwritten date:  Sat., Dec. 11, 1937) 
 
LESLIE RITES TUESDAY IN INDIANAPOLIS 
Death of Former Indiana Governor is Shock to the Entire State 
 
   INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 11 - The unexpected death of Harry Guyer Leslie, aged 59, Indiana's Republican 
Governor from 1929 to 1933, at Miami Beach, Fla., shocked hundreds of Hoosier friends and admirers 
today. 
   Mrs. Leslie will leave Miami with the body tonight and funeral services will be held in Indianapolis at 
1:30 o'clock Tuesday afternoon. 
   The body will lie in state in the statehouse from 2 to 4 p.m. Monday, and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral on Tuesday.  Burial will be in Crown Hill.  
   Leslie, president of the Standard Life Insurance Company since his retirement from public life, died of 
heart disease in a hospital last night only a few hours after chatting cheerfully with with George Ade, 
Indiana humorist. 
   Starting as Town Clerk of West Lafayette when he was 21, Leslie rose gradually to become a 
commanding figure in Indiana Republican politics.  He held county offices, was named to the State House 
of Representatives, and served as Speaker of the House two sessions before his election as Governor. 
   Leslie, who had been in poor health several months, left here for Florida with his wife Tuesday.  They 
arrived at Miami Beach Thursday, and a few hours later he became ill, entering the hospital.  His condition 
had been reported "good" shortly before the end came. 
  Mrs. Leslie was dining at the home of Ade, their life-long friend, when Leslie's condition became 
serious.  She left immediately for the hospital, arriving in time to be at the bedside when her husband died. 
   Former Gov. Ed Jackson, of Orleans said, "I am deeply grieved to learn of Mr. Leslie's death.  He was 
Speaker of the House at the time I was Governor, and consequently we were closely associated.  He was an 
able man in that position, and at all times was notable for his loyalty and co-operation." 
   Former Gov. Warren T. McCray, of Kentland, commented, "Harry Leslie and I became acquainted at the 
time he was starting his career in the Legislature.  In the caucuses he displayed much ability,  and in our 
informal meetings he was a likeable , worthwhile gentleman." 
NATIVE OF WEST LAFAYETTE 
   Leslie was born and reared at West Lafayette, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Leslie.  His parents were 
pioneers in the community.  His father was active in Republican politics, serving as Town Marshal at one 
time. 
   When a young boy, Leslie started to make his way in the world, and his first job was driving a grocery 
delivery wagon.  At West Lafayette High School, from which he was (paper cut off) 
...of both the football and baseball teams in 1902 and 1903.  He was injured critically October 31, 1903, in 
the Purdue "football special" train wreck here.  At first believed dead, he was taken to the morgue with 16 
team members who were killed.  The undertaker discovered he was alive.  For 38 weeks he was near death 
in a hospital. 
   His injuries prevented him from being graduated with his class in 1904, and he attended school another 
year.  He held the distinction of being the only person ever to be president of two Purdue senior classes 
(1904 and 1905). 
   He was Purdue's first athletic director, serving in that capacity while a student.  He was the Purdue 
alumni secretary for several years and edited the Purdue Alumnus. 
   Following graduation, he entered the Indiana Law School to complete training for a legal career.  In 1910 
he married Miss Martha Morgan, of Battle Ground, also a Purdue graduate. 



ENTERS POLITICS 
   He was elected Tippecanoe County Treasurer in 1912 and ?? in 1914.  At the end of the second term, he 
purchased a Warren County farm, fulfilling an ambition to become a farmer. 
   Leslie went to the Indiana General Assembly in 1923 as Joint Representative from Tippencanoe and 
Warren counties.  He served as Speaker of the House at the 1925 and 1927 sessions. 
   On May 14, 1928, Leslie was nominated as the Republican candidate for Governor, and he was elected 
the following November. 
   Survivors include the widow and three sons, John M. Leslie, aged 24;  Richard F., aged 22 and Robert W., 
aged 20, all of Indianapolis;  and a sister, Mrs. Edward Hivon, of West Lafayette. 
   Leslie was a member of the Murat (cut off) 
 
***** 
 
(Handwritten:  Monday, Dec. 27, 1937) 
 
   A card was received here from Sam Nussbaum informing us that he and Mrs. Nussbaum, who left some 
time ago for California, are having a wonderful trip.  They are experiencing ideal weather with flowers all 
in bloom, and one of the interesting places they have visited recently is Old Mexico. 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Augsburger and daughter Beulah, Moses Augsburger, and Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Augsburger visited with Mr. and Mrs. Amos Augsburger of near Elida, Ohio on Christmas Day. 
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